
KELLY BARNHILL writes books. It is a strange job, but, to be fair, she is a strange woman, so perhaps it makes sense. She is a former teacher, 
former bartender, former waitress, former activist, former park ranger, former secretary, former janitor and former church-guitar-player. The sum of 
these experiences have prepared her for exactly nothing – save for the telling of stories, which she has been doing quite happily for some time now. 
She is the author of the novels THE GIRL WHO DRANK THE MOON, THE WITCH’S BOY, IRON HEARTED VIOLET and THE MOSTLY TRUE 
STORY OF JACK.

JENNE ABRAMOWITZ is a Senior Editor at Scholastic, where she acquires a wide-range of chapter book series (THE BAD GUYS by Aaron 
Blabey, STARRING JULES by Beth Ain, THE YETI FILES by Kevin Sherry) and middle grade novels (THE HARLEM CHARADE by Natasha Tarpley, 
STEALING OUR WAY HOME by Cecilia Galante, SMART COOKIE by Elly Swartz). Jenne looks for a combination of commercial plots and beautiful, 
transporting prose with unforgettable characters. She loves mysteries, modern fantasy, humor, adventure, illustrated novels, quirky towns and quirky 
families, secret societies, hidden identities, and anything with a really juicy secret.

REGINA BROOKS is the founder and president of Serendipity Literary Agency LLC, based in Brooklyn, New York. Her agency has represented and 
established a diverse base of award-winning clients in adult and young adult fiction, nonfiction, and children’s literature. Writer’s Digest magazine 
named Serendipity Literary Agency as one of the top 25 literary agencies in 2004. Prior to opening her own agency, Ms. Brooks held senior editorial 
positions at John Wiley and Sons (where she was not only the youngest but also the first African-American editor in their college division) and 
McGraw-Hill. She is the author of Essences Magazine’s quick pick children’s book, NEVER FINISHED! NEVER DONE! (Scholastic) and WRITING 
GREAT BOOKS FOR YOUNG ADULTS (Source Books) and is a well-received blogger for the Huffington Post.

Mary Cummings is with Betsy Amster Literary Enterprises and represents fiction and poetry for children and teens, from picture books to middle 
grade and young adult novels, including contemporary and historical, humor, mystery, fantasy, and multi-cultural. (No children’s nonfiction, please.) 
She served for fourteen years as education director at the Loft Literary Center in Minneapolis, where she organized an annual festival of children’s 
literature and selected judges for the prestigious McKnight Award in Children’s Literature. She represents both career writers and newcomers. Visit 
her online at http://amsterlit.com.

MELANIE CROWDER is the award-winning author of several books for young readers, including AUDACITY, A NEARER MOON and PARCHED, 
as well as the forthcoming AN UNINTERRUPTED VIEW OF THE SKY and THREE PENNIES. The author lives with her family on Colorado’s Front 
Range, where she has worked as an educator for more than a decade. Visit her online at www.melaniecrowder.com.

JOHN PARRA is an award winning illustrator, fine artist, designer, and educator, best known for his art illustrated, Latino themed, children’s books 
such as WAITING FOR THE BIBLIOBURRO, GREEN IS A CHILE PEPPER, and GRACIAS/THANKS. For his books he has received many awards 
and honors including: The American Library Association’s Pura Belpré Honors, The Christopher’s Award, and the Golden Kite Award from The Soci-
ety of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators. Visit him online at www.johnparraart.com.

JESS TICE-GILBERT is a Senior Designer at Scholastic. She is an experienced designer, paper engineer, and painter. She has created & designed 
best-selling novelty and pop-up books, as well as award-winning greeting cards. Her clients have included Chanel, Google, Museum of Modern Art, 
and Lucasfilm. She is passionate about paper craft and cutting edge design. Outside of work she loves to paint in watercolors, try new recipes and 
cocktails, and is attempting to learn to surf.
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PETER PEARSON is our 2017-18 MNSCBWI Writing 
Mentor. He earned his MFA in Writing for Children and 
Young Adults from Hamline University in 2012. Peter 
has received awards, grants, and other recognition from 
Hamline, the Loft Literary Center, the Minnesota State 
Arts Board, and the Anderson Center. His first picture 
book, How to Eat an Airplane, was published by Katherine 

Tegen Books (HarperCollins). He also makes pretty good pancakes and is sort 
of tall. Visit him online at www.peterpearson.com

CARRIE HARTMAN is our 2017-18 MNSCBWI Illustration 
Mentor. She graduated from MCAD with her degree in 
Illustration. Her work includes: editorial, children’s books 
& book illustration, character development, advertising, 
posters, greeting cards, comic books, stationary, and 
animation projects. She is a member of the design faculty 
at MCAD. Carrie has received several illustration awards 

from the Los Angeles Society of Illustrators, the Association of Educational 
Publishers (AEP) award for the best illustrated children˙s book and recognition 
from the Educational Press Association. She is a member of SCBWI and the 
Children’s Literature Network. Visit her online at www.carriehartman.com
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